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Stephen E. Ambrose draws from hundreds of interviews with US Army veterans and the brave Allied

soldiers who fought alongside them to create this exceptional account of the day that shaped the

twentieth century. D-Day is above all the epic story of men at the most demanding moment of their

existence, when the horrors, complexities and triumphs of life are laid bare and courage and

heroism come to the fore.
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First off let me say that this book will live on as one of the best accounts of D-Day ever put on

paper, along with Six Armies in Normandy (John Keegan) and The Longest Day (Corneilus Ryan).

However, what kept it from receiving 5 stars from me and what I think will always hang over this

book is Ambroses views and writing style. He is unabashedly the most pro American historian I

have ever read. This, I think, hurts him more than helps him. He takes an event that was a total

allied effort to crack the Atlantic Wall, and turns it into almost an exclusive American outing. If I did

not know better I would think that the British and Canadians played almost no part on that day

except for the British Airborne at Pegasus Bridge. While the focus on the Americans is not

necessarily a bad thing in itself, it becomes obvious through Ambroses statements that he feels that

the British and Commonwealth troops were not really pulling their weight. This view point has got to

be one of the most shameful ever take by someone who calls themselves a historian and sounds

more like right wing commentary rather than a professor trying to impart history on individuals. And



his almost total disregard for the Germans on that day shows that more than a little objectivity has

been lost. I am a believer that once a historian loses their objectivity that they begin walking the path

of rewriting history or becoming a propagandist. From the above statements you might take it that I

did not enjoy this book. This is untrue. Ambrose has a gift, a gift of interviewing. He more than any

other historian has the ability to get vets to talk and talk openly about the most horrible/wonderful

period in their lives.
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